
Honors Course Descriptions
Please note:  The Dunlevie Honors Junior Colloquium and Honors First Year Seminars are 
listed first, followed by all departmental honors courses and honors seminars.
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Fall 2009

1.0

HNRS 325-001 Dunlevie Honors Junior Colloquium
Kendall, Ritchie
W, 06:30-09:00 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

n/aGenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

75

Juniors only.

Medicine and Society.
With talks by faculty from the School of Medicine, English, Anthropology and Philosophy.

3.0

GEOL 072H-001 FYS: Field Geology of Eastern California
Glazner, A
TR, 02:00-03:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Physical and Life Science (PL)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

FIRST YEAR STUDENTS ONLY

This seminar will be designed around a one-week field trip to eastern California, where students will study geologic
features including active volcanoes, earthquake-producing faults, evidence for recent glaciations and extreme 
climate change, and how locals deal with living on active geologic features. Before the field trip (which will take 
place the week of Fall Break and be based at White Mountain Research Station in Bishop, California), the class will
meet twice a week to go over basic geologic principles and to work on specific field topics for which student groups
will be responsible. During the trip students will work on specific projects (e.g., making a geologic map of a small 
area; mapping, measuring, and describing an active fault; observing and recording glacial features on a hike). After 
the field trip students will write a research paper on a topic of their choice. Grading will be based on the research 
paper, group work presented on the trip, and on a variety of small projects during the trip (notebook descriptions, 
mapping projects, etc.). Students will be required to pay some of the costs (estimated about $500). This course will 
require missing three days of classes.
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3.0

MATH 056H-001 FYS: Information and Coding
Petersen, Karl
TR, 09:30-10:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Quantitative Intensive (QI)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

24

First year students only.

It is common to say that we are now living in the information age. What are the ways in which information is stored,
transmitted, presented, and protected? What is information anyway? Topics for this seminar will be drawn from 
cryptography (secret writing throughout history, including Thomas Jefferson's cipher machine, the German Enigma
machine, and security and privacy on the internet); image compression and processing (compact disks, MP3 and 
JPEG, transforms, error correction, noise removal); symbolic dynamics (encoding of symbol streams, like the 
genetic code, and associated dynamical systems and formal languages); and visualization (how can different kinds 
of information be vividly and usefully presented, combined, and compared?). These topics are mathematically 
accessible to anyone with a high-school background and offer many possibilities for experimentation and theoretical
exploration. Students will undertake individual or group projects using existing software for encoding and decoding
messages, enhancing and compressing images, transforming and filtering signals, measuring properties of 
information sources, and so on. They will report on their work in writing and orally to the seminar. Discussions will
be based on readings from a course pack as well as Simon Singh's The Code Book (Doubleday, 1999), with 
associated theoretical investigations.

3.0

MATH 062H-001 FYS: Combinatorics
Cherednik, Ivan
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Quantitative Intensive (QI)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

24

First year students only.

A leading expert in Modern Combinatorics wants to share his vision of the  subject with the students. The seminar is
a perfect background for future  specialists in mathematics, physics, computer science, biology, economics,  for 
those who are curious what statistical physics is about, what is  cryptography, and how stock market works, and for
everyone who likes mathematics.

 The course will be organized around  the following topics:
 1) Puzzles: dimer covering, magic squares, 36 officers
 2) Combinations: from coin tossing to dice and poker
 3) Fibonacci numbers: rabbits, population growth, etc.
 4) Arithmetic: designs, cyphers, intro to finite fields
 5) Catalan numbers: from playing roulette to stock market

The students will learn about the history of Combinatorics, its  connections with the theory of numbers, its 
fundamental role in  the natural sciences and various applications.

It is an advanced research course; all students are expected to  participate in projects under the supervision of I.Ch. 
and the  Graduate Research Consultant. In 2008, there were 5 such projects:
 modular designs, dimers, Catalan numbers, population growth.

The grades will be based on the exam, bi-weekly home assignments and the  participation in the projects. The course
requires focus and effort,  but, generally, the students are quite satisfied with the progress they  make (and their 
grades too).

From the Course Evaluation: "A difficult but wholly worthwhile course:   I feel more competent for having taken 
it", "I would recommend this  FYS to others ONLY if they have a VERY strong affinity for and ability  in Algebra 
(I thought I did, but I was wrong)".
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3.0

RELI 074H-001 FYS: Person, Time, and Religious Conduct
Boyarin, Jonathan
MW, 09:30-10:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Philosophical & Moral Reasoning (PH)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

First year students only.

What we call religion and ritual address fundamental human questions: What happens when we die? Did we exist 
before we were born? Does our skin define the limits of our being? Why are we named for ancestors, for saints, for
martyrs or teachers? Most pertinently: How do we act in the face of all these questions? This course considers 
religious strategies from a broad range of historical and current traditions that guide human action in ways that link 
individuals to those who came before them, those who will come after and those around them now. By the end of 
this course, students will be trained to see a wide range of human practices, from body markings to pilgrimage, 
fasting and martyrdom, as responses to anxieties and dilemmas shared by homo sapiens across the bounds of culture
and history—and will be able to address these questions using the tools and insights of current scholarship.

3.0

ANTH 438H-264 CANCELLED - Concepts of Nature: Cross-Cultural
Johnson, Norris
TR, 02:00-03:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:
GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

Philosophical and Moral Reasoning (PH)

   This seminar surveys and interprets selected cross-cultural conceptions of 'nature' with emphasis on specific 
features deemed to be 'nature:' water; trees; the earth itself, as well as celestial phenomenon (Luna; stars; 
constellations, in particular). Concepts of nature are implicated in the genesis of spiritual and religious traditions. 
We therefore also will study the idea of the sacred (often believed embodied, physically manifested, as what we 
term nature) within religious traditions such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judeo-Christianity, and Taoism.
   The goals of this seminar are: (1) to impart factual knowledge of concepts of 'nature' occurring in a variety of 
sociocultural traditions; (2) to learn principle similarities and differences between concepts of nature, studied cross-
culturally; (3) to identify the manner in which the phenomenology of specific features of nature can be interpreted as
embodying corresponding meanings associated with those features of nature.
   Throughout this seminar, you will gain experience in and are expected to demonstrate the ability: (1) to read 
assigned materials critically, identifying in each case various conceptions of nature, landscape, and environment; 
demonstrate mastery of relevant vocabulary and concepts; (2) demonstrate ability to display understanding of 
assigned materials, verbally as well as in writing; (3) to participate constructively in seminar discussions. Several 
short essays are required, as well as a 10-15 research paper centered on examination of a specific feature of nature 
using seminar concepts, principles, and methods of interpretation. Students will frame, research and write, then 
present to the seminar original research on comparative studies of concepts of nature.

3.0

ANTH 499H-011 Global Forces, US South
Peacock, Jim
T, 09:00-11:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Social & Behavioral Sciences (SS), North Atlantic World (NA), Global Issues (GL)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

15

INTENDED FOR STUDENTS AT ALL LEVELS.

The course will explore the impact of global forces on the U.S. South today.  Readings will be supplemented by 
limited field research and experience of participants.  One reading will be Grounded Globalism: How the U.S. South
Embraces the World, 2007,l

3.0

BIOL 101H-232 Principles of Biology
DeSaix, Jean S
TR, 12:30-01:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Physical and Life Sciences (PL)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

Undergraduate students only.  All others require instructor’s written permission.

An introduction to the fundamental principles of biology including molecular and cellular biology, physiology, 
development, evolution and ecology. Lecture and text material will be supplemented with additional readings, case 
studies, class discussions and presentation of student researched topics. There will be three tests and a final exam.
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BIOL 395- Research in Biology

Enrollment: Credit Hours:
Instructor:
Days/Time:

Experiential Education (EE)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions: Registration is through the Biology Department, 212 Coker Hall, where application forms 
are available.  (Formerly BIOL 98A)
Prerequisites: BIOL 101 (11), 101L (11L), or 101H (11H), an overall 3.0 grade point 
average (UNC courses only), and permission of a Biology Department faculty advisor or 
sponsor.

Intended mainly for juniors and seniors.  Laboratory study with directed readings on a selected topic.  A final 
written report is required in each term.  May be repeated for a total of no more than 6 credit hours.  BIOL 395 (98A)
credit from 3 to 5 hours may be counted as one lecture course in the major; six hours of 395 (98A), or 395 (98A) 
and 691 (99A) credit can be counted as a lecture course with a laboratory in the major.
This course will count as an Honors course offering if it is taken for at least three hours credit in a given 
semester.  Students who take BIOL 395 (98A) more than once or for more than 3 hours credit can only count
it as one “Honors” course.

3.0

CHEM 102H-001 Advanced General Chemistry
Morse, Carolyn
TR, 12:30-01:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Physical and Life Science w/Lab (PX)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

69

FIRST YEAR STUDENTS ONLY WITH INSTRUCTOR'S APPROVAL VIA EMAIL 
(cmorse@email.unc.edu) OR AS PERMITTED BY CHEM DEPT PERSONNEL AT 
SUMMER C-TOPS SESSIONS.
This course is designed for incoming freshmen that have received advanced placement 
examination score of 4 or 5, and have been granted credit for CHEM 101, 101L (and 
possibly 102,102L) through the CEEB Advanced Placement Program.  Students who have
not received placement credit for CHEM 101, 101L will receive 4.0 semester hours credit 
for these courses upon successful completion of CHEM 102H, 102L.  Credit for MATH 
231 or concurrent enrollment in MATH 231 is required.

This course focuses on a more in-depth treatment of certain topics traditionally covered in a two-semester freshman
course chemistry sequence.  The topics covered have been identified by the Department of Chemistry faculty as 
essential for a good foundation for more advanced study in chemistry and other areas of the basic and applied 
sciences.  Other traditional freshman chemistry topics will be integrated into the lecture discussion and problem 
assignments for purposes of review.  The textbook and lectures requires a solid high school background in algebra 
and coordinate geometry.  Differential and integral calculus will be used only where necessary and with explanation.

2.0

CHEM 241H-208 Honors Analytical Chemistry
Murray, Royce
MWF, 10:00-10:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

n/aGenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

36

CHEM 241H/245L is counted as one honors course.
Prerequisite:  CHEM 102 (CHEM 21) or CHEM 102H (CHEM 25H) and enrollment in 
CHEM 245L-523/556 also.
You cannot register for this course online or through the Honors Program office.  Students
seeking enrollment should contact Todd Austell (tlaustell@unc.edu) in the Department of 
Chemistry.

This course will deal with the basics and some contemporary examples of four aspects of analytical chemistry 
measurements: methods for the separations of chemicals, the uses of absorption or emission of light by molecules 
for chemical analysis, the principles and study of chemical equilibria, and the potentials of electrochemical cells.  
This course will include additional topics from the current analytical chemistry research literature, and discussions 
of the sociology and economics of academic science and the world of research publishing.  The reading material will
be a standard beginning analytical chemistry text (probably Harris' Quantitative Chemical Analysis) and reprints of
current literature.  The course should appeal to students considering chemistry as a professional career and/or those
who seek an appreciation of what analytical chemists do in current research.
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1.0

CHEM 245L-523 Honors Analytical Methods Laboratory
Tiani, Domenic
T, 02:00-04:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

n/aGenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

CHEM 241H/245L is counted as one honors course.
Prerequisites:   CHEM 101/101L and 102/102L Corequisite: CHEM 241H.

This lab focuses on teaching students a wide variety of analytical methods using real world sample analysis.  Labs 
emphasize working as a team to solve analytical problems.  A portion of the lab will involve solving a real-world 
analysis problem that is assigned to the group (i.e., what is the scent in a scented crayon, what is the composition of
a Tylenol gel cap…).  This lab will teach students a variety of chromatographic and spectrsocopic techniques, 
sample preparation, sample collection, and statistical analysis of experimental data.

1.0

CHEM 245L-556 Honors Analytical Methods Laboratory
Tiani, Domenic
W, 01:00-03:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

n/aGenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

CHEM 241H/245L is counted as one honors course.
Prerequisites:   CHEM 101/101L and 102/102L Corequisite: CHEM 241H.

This lab focuses on teaching students a wide variety of analytical methods using real world sample analysis.  Labs 
emphasize working as a team to solve analytical problems.  A portion of the lab will involve solving a real-world 
analysis problem that is assigned to the group (i.e., what is the scent in a scented crayon, what is the composition of
a Tylenol gel cap…).  This lab will teach students a variety of chromatographic and spectrsocopic techniques, 
sample preparation, sample collection, and statistical analysis of experimental data.

3.0

CHEM 261H-194 Honors Organic Chemistry I
Waters, Marcey L
TR, 09:30-10:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

n/aGenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

45

Prerequisite:  CHEM 102 (21) or CHEM 102H (25H).
REQUIRES INSTRUCTOR PERMISSION.

Molecular structure and its determination by modern physical methods, correlation between structure and reactivity
and the theoretical basis for these relationships; classification of ""reaction types"" exhibited by organic molecules 
using molecules of biological importance as examples.  This course will be similar to CHEM 261 (61) with a more 
advanced, in-depth treatment of material and a greater emphasis on class discussion.

CHEM 395- Research in Chemistry

Enrollment: Credit Hours:
Instructor:
Days/Time:

Experiential Education (EE)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

For advanced majors in chemistry and the applied science curriculum who wish to conduct a research project in 
collaboration with a faculty supervisor.  Restricted to on-campus work.  May be taken repeatedly for credit but 
CHEM 395 (99) and 396 (101) together may not be counted for more than nine hours total credit toward BA and BS
degrees in Chemistry, nor more than six hours total credit toward biochemistry track of the BS degree and CHEM 
395 (99) may be counted for no more than three hours credit toward the advanced Chemistry elective category of the
BS degree.
Work done in CHEM 395 (99) may be counted towards Honors in Chemistry by petition to the Honors 
Committee of the department.  Students who take CHEM 395 (99) more than once can only count it as one 
“Honors” course.
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3.0

CLAS 240H-001 Women in Greek Art and Literature
James, Sharon
TR, 03:30-04:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Literary Arts (LA), North Atlantic World (NA), The World Before 1750 (WB)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

24

CLAS 240H-601 Recitation required.  CLAS 240H.001/601 is counted as one honors 
course.

   In this class, we will learn about the life of women in ancient Greece, beginning with this question:  what do we 
mean when we say “women in ancient Greece”? Since Greek cultural values and class structures make the category
“woman” very complex, it will take us all semester to answer this question.  We will focus on the treatment, both 
legal and social, of women in antiquity, by examining the visual depictions of women and women’s lives as well as 
the literary evidence.  We will also look at the gap between ideology and reality, asking "did Greek men really hate
women?" We will cover about 900 years of history in this course.
    Throughout the term we will study theories, laws, and social practices applying to women, looking particularly at:
concepts of woman; differing gender ideologies for women in the different regions of Greece (Sparta, Gortyn, 
Athens) and in different social classes; occupations for women; the involvement of women in public life; the 
influence of women in private life; women’s religious practices; medical theories and treatments of women; how 
ideologies of women evolve over time (from the archaic to Hellenistic period); and how women are depicted in both
art and literature. We will also study women in Greek Egypt, for which we have a rich body of materials.
    Course requirements:  attendance at lectures; participation in weekly section meetings; short essay assignments 
(almost weekly); 2 hour-long in-class exams; final exam.  No knowledge of the ancient world is required.

0.0

CLAS 240H-601 Recitation
James, Sharon
W, 03:00-03:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:
GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

24

Corequisite: CLAS 240H-001
Required Recitation for CLAS 240H-001.  CLAS 240H.001/601 is counted as one honors 
course.

3.0

COMM 435H-001 Memory Acts
Pollock, Della
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

n/aGenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

n/a

As part of the Memory Studies undergraduate cluster, this course is concerned the particular practices that make up
memory as what Olick calls “an active process of construction and reconstruction in time” (10).  We will be 
concerned such questions as what does it mean to remember?  how entwined are remembering and forgetting? what
do we remember and simultaneously forget by memorializing the past? what are the relationships among history, 
memory, narrative, desire, and imagination? from a performance-centered approach.  We will assume that one does
not have memories as much one does memory or remembers.  We will consequently be concerned not only with 
memory practices in time but in space and action as living representations.  To remember is to repeat the past in the
present into the future.  It is a vital act of representation widely varying ethical, political, cultural implications. This
course will offer an advanced introduction to selected, foundational work in Memory Studies and related work in 
Performance Studies, with an emphasis on critical conjunctions of personal and cultural memory, ostensibly private
and public acts, and  micro- and macro- interventions into the historical record composed by remembering. “



Honors Course Descriptions, continued Page 7Fall 2009

3.0

DRAM 470H-001 Costume History
Bettin, Jade
T, 08:00-09:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Historical Analysis (HA); North Atlantic World (NA)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

12

Requires approval from the Department of Dramatic Art.
Requires attendance in DRAM 470, TR 09:30-10:45 in addition to the T morning class.

The honors section of costume history is an adjunct to the regular section of the class and seeks to provide additional
depth as well as vocabulary. The companion course provides an overview of Western costumes from Ancient 
Greece to the 1950?s. The course examines the development and evolution of men?s and women?s clothing with the
historical and social context of each time period and focuses on not only on what is worn, but why. Images illustrate
important garments from each period giving the students a visual reference to the terms and ideas discussed in the 
lectures. The honors supplement concentrates on developing additional vocabulary and facility with period 
silhouettes as well as considering cycles of fashion.

3.0

ECON 101H-010 Introduction to Economics
Salemi, Michael
TR, 09:30-10:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Social and Behavioral Science/Other (SS)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

25

n/a

The purpose of this introduction to economics is to change the way students look at the world.  To that end, the 
course focuses on core economic concepts and provides students with many opportunities to practice using those 
concepts in contexts like they will encounter throughout their lives. Success in this course cannot be determined on 
the day of the final examination–only later when students show they understand what economics has to say about 
taxes, environmental rules, trade agreements, free markets, unintended consequences of well-intended policies, and
other issues. Each class will combine instructor presentations and hands-on activities including discussion of 
economic writings, games and simulations, discussion of news articles, data analysis, and others.  Text: Frank and 
Bernanke, Principles of Economics, Custom edition.

3.0

ENGL 132H*-001 Honors: Intro to Fiction Writing
Simpson, Bland
TR, 08:00-09:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

For Honors students who place into ENGL 102, this course will fulfill the English Composition and
Rhetoric requirement (CR).  For all others, the course will fulfill the Literary Arts requirement (LA).

GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

Restricted to First Year students.

*To satisfy the English Composition and Rhetoric (CR) requirement, first year honors program students must enroll
in a section of a specially-designed literature and composition course:  ENGL 132H.001, ENGL 133H.001, ENGL
134H.001, SLAV 198H.001.  This course replaces ENGL 102 for Honors students who have placed at that level on 
the basis of the SAT Writing, Advanced Placement, or Achievement Test scores.  For Honors Program students who
place out of both ENGL 101 and 102, the course is optional and will satisfy the Literary Arts Approach (LA) 
requirement.  Students who place into ENGL 101 must take ENGL 101 in the fall semester, and may then take a 
specially-designed literature and composition course in the spring term.  All literary texts originally written in 
other languages will be read in English translations.

This course is a collective, collaborative exploration of the processes and techniques of fiction, through close 
observation and discussion of about classic short stories (Seagull Reader), and the writing of six to eight short 
exercises dealing with the elements of fiction (setting, characterization, dialogue, point of view, etc.) and, later in the
term, one short story (2,000-5,000 words).  There is a midterm examination.  The class is a seminar, a workshop 
with both written and oral critiques of student works required, and students can expect an atmosphere that is lively 
and encouraging as we investigate and practice the imaginative craft of fiction.
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3.0

ENGL 133H*-001 Honors: Intro to Poetry Writing
White, Ross
MW, 04:00-05:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

For Honors students who place into ENGL 102, this course will fulfill the English Composition and
Rhetoric requirement (CR).  For all others, the course will fulfill the Literary Arts requirement (LA).

GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

Restricted to First Year students.

*To satisfy the English Composition and Rhetoric (CR) requirement, first year honors program students must enroll
in a section of a specially-designed literature and composition course:  ENGL 132H.001, ENGL 133H.001, ENGL
134H.001, SLAV 198H.001.  This course replaces ENGL 102 for Honors students who have placed at that level on 
the basis of the SAT Writing, Advanced Placement, or Achievement Test scores.  For Honors Program students who
place out of both ENGL 101 and 102, the course is optional and will satisfy the Literary Arts Approach (LA) 
requirement.  Students who place into ENGL 101 must take ENGL 101 in the fall semester, and may then take a 
specially-designed literature and composition course in the spring term.  All literary texts originally written in 
other languages will be read in English translations.

While the prime effort of the course will be the poems that each student will write and revise, we will also review 
closely the basic elements of poetry, such as imagery, figurative language, sound repetition, rhythm, with a mind to 
the potential of those elements in the student’s own writing.  Students will be expected to complete readings from 
the textbook, and will select a new volume of contemporary poetry bi-weekly to read and annotate.  The majority of
our in-class time will be taken up with open class discussion about the strengths and weaknesses of students' 
creative work, but other activities will include close readings of poems, a look at how poems are published, and the
mid-term and final examinations.  Students will also be expected to submit work and participate in discussions in an
online environment.  Texts:  An Introduction to Poetry, ed. Kennedy & Gioia, 12th edition; M-A-C-N-O-L-I-A, by
A. Van Jordan.
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3.0

ENGL 134H*-001 Honors: Reading/Writing Women’s Lives
Danielewicz, Jane
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

For Honors students who place into ENGL 102, this course will fulfill the English Composition and
Rhetoric requirement (CR).  For all others, the course will fulfill the Literary Arts requirement (LA).

GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

*To satisfy the English Composition and Rhetoric (CR) requirement, first year honors program students must enroll
in a section of a specially-designed literature and composition course:  ENGL 132H.001, ENGL 133H.001, ENGL
134H.001, SLAV 198H.001.  This course replaces ENGL 102 for Honors students who have placed at that level on 
the basis of the SAT Writing, Advanced Placement, or Achievement Test scores.  For Honors Program students who
place out of both ENGL 101 and 102, the course is optional and will satisfy the Literary Arts Approach (LA) 
requirement.  Students who place into ENGL 101 must take ENGL 101 in the fall semester, and may then take a 
specially-designed literature and composition course in the spring term.  All literary texts originally written in 
other languages will be read in English translations.

In this life-writing course, we will be reading and writing different forms: autobiography, autoethnography, 
biography, and personal essay. Although our focus is on women writers, both men and women have enjoyed taking 
this course. Concentrating on the idea of the personal, this course focuses on stories of women's lives or the 
imaginative work of self-making through writing. In reading published essays (and in writing some of our own), we
will investigate questions about self and identity as well as examine how experience, contexts, and characteristics 
(like gender or race) shape not only stories but persons themselves. The writing assignments, organized around four
life-writing genres, will encourage students to experiment by writing these same forms. Given students' interests, 
writing projects may involve memoir, autobiography, biography, or cultural history (using primary archival research
and/or investigating individuals/communities outside the university). The course is taught as a workshop that 
emphasizes writing as a process and fosters active learning, with experiential and collaborative practices. Students 
are organized into small working groups that act as writing and discussion groups, creating smaller cohorts within 
the larger classroom community. Our class will culminate in the production of an on-line anthology of writing 
projects than can include visual and aural components. Published writers will visit as guest speakers. These may 
include Creative Writing professors and representatives from the Southern Oral History Project. Texts: (1) Possible
autobiography or creative non-fiction include The Blue Jay's Dance by Louise Erdrich, The Liar's Club by Mary 
Karr, and Girl Interrupted by Susanna Kaysen; (2) a Course Pack including selections of personal essays and 
criticism including Joan Didion, Linda Brodkey, Sidonie Smith, and Joan Scott. (3) Books about writing such as 
Composing a Life by Donald Murray and The Fourth Genre by Robert Root and Michael Steinberg. (This course 
was developed with the aid of a Paul and Melba Brandes Course Development Award.)

3.0

ENGL 261H-001 Intro to Literary Criticism: the Literary Subject
Taylor, Matthew
MWF, 11:00-11:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Literary Arts (LA), North Atlantic World (NA)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

To register, see Prof. Lensing, 521 Greenlaw or email lensing@email.unc.edu

“To be or not to be, that is the question. . . .” But for whom? What is the difference between you and Hamlet, 
between a person and a literary character? Is one “real” and the other a “fiction”? If so, how are such distinctions 
made, and what is at stake in making them? These and related questions will be our guides as we survey a wide 
range of literary and theoretical readings that explore the relation between ourselves and the stories we tell. Our 
texts will include everything from Edgar Allan Poe’s insane narrators, Toni Morrison’s ghosts, and the 2002 film 
Adaptation’s ironic car chases to Sigmund Freud’s uncanny unconscious, Jacques Derrida’s playful deconstructions,
and Michel Foucault’s history of sexuality.

Occasional film screenings outside of class may be required.

Lecture and discussion. Two short papers, one to be revised into a longer term project; presentations.
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ENGL 350H-001 THREE MAJOR POETS: 1950-2009

Lensing, George
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Literary Arts (LA), North Atlantic World (NA)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

To register, see Prof. Lensing, 521 Greenlaw or email lensing@email.unc.edu

Through close readings of poems and student reports, we will examine in-depth the poetry of the American poet 
Elizabeth Bishop (1911-1979); the English poet Philip Larkin (1922-1985); and the Northern Irish poet and Nobel 
Prize winner Seamus Heaney (1939-    ).  We will examine poems from biographical, historical, political, and 
aesthetic perspectives; we will also consider individual styles and prosody. Reports, one term paper, one final exam.

4.0

ENST 201H-143 Introduction to Environment and Society
Gangi, Greg
MWF, 02:00-02:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Social and Behavioral Sciences (SS)  (35H GC Social Science Perspective)GenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

19

FIRST YEARS AND SOPHOMORES ONLY.
ENST 201H - 735 Recitation required.  ENST 201H.143/735 is counted as one honors 
course.

  This course will explore changing human-environmental relations from a variety of social, geographical, and 
historical settings.  The course is divided into six interrelated sections.  The course begins with a brief assessment of
environmental problems in North Carolina, the United States and the world.  This will lead into a discussion of 
environmental knowledge and the direct relevance of social forces in perceiving interpreting, and directing the 
transformation of the natural world.  The course will then examine historical trends in food procurement strategies, 
human population growth, and the ecology of disease.  The first half of the semester will end with an exploration of
the impact of human mobility upon the environment.  In the second half of the semester, we will consider the 
environmental impacts of globalization, affluence and over consumption of resources, and technological change.  
Finally, the course will end with a brief unit that will bring together some issues that will address the topic of 
sustainable development.
    In addition, to weekly class lectures, students will attend a one-hour recitation session to enjoy small-group 
discussion and to explore related topics of personal interest.  Your class involvement will be enhanced by a class 
listserv, that is set up to facilitate the exchange of references and other course related information.  Major 
Objectives:  1)  To introduce the social context of environmental issues.  2)  To provide an exposure to diverse 
aspects of human-environmental relationships so that students who are pursuing a major or minor in environmental 
studies can better design their future plan of studies.  3)  To allow all students to better understand the link between
environmental problems, cultural behaviors, public policies, corporate decision-making, and citizen and consumer 
behavior.
    Course requirements: Students are required to attend class, to compete reading assignment, to participate in class
discussion and recitation exercises, to complete a group project, and to perform successfully on written on written 
examinations.  There will be a midterm (25% of the grade) and a final examination (35% of the grade).  Another 20
percent of the grade will be based upon a group project and written paper assignment on one environmental issue in
North Carolina.  The recitation grade will account for the remaining 20 percent of the grade.

0.0

ENST 201H-735 Recitation
Bidgood
M, 03:00-03:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

n/aGenEd:

Prereqs/Permissions:

19

Required with ENST 201H - 001 Lecture.
FIRST YEARS AND SOPHOMORES ONLY. ENST 201H.143/735 is counted as one 
honors course.

Recitation for ENST 201H - 001 lecture.


