
Spring 2010 Honors Course Descriptions
Please note:  The Dunlevie Honors Junior Colloquium and Honors First Year Seminars
are listed first, followed by all departmental honors courses and honors seminars.

Updated: 11/18/2009

1.0

HNRS 325-001 Dunlevie Honors Junior Colloquium
Kendall, Ritchie
W, 06:30-09:00 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

75

Juniors only.

The Ideals of Public Service.

3.0

COMM 089H-001 FYS: The Politics of Countercultures: Living in the Shadows of the 1960s
Grossberg, Lawrence
T, 02:00-04:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

24

First-year students only.

This class explores the possibilities of a history of the present. Students will analyze the contemporary political and
cultural context by comparing it with the counterculture of the 1960s, and understanding the ways in The U.S. 
continues to play an agenda set out half a century ago.

Using a variety of cultural forms and sources, the class will investigate:

1. What was “the 1960s?”  Why does it seem to be so significant in the popular history of the US (if not the world)?

2. What does it mean to describe it as a “counterculture”?  How does popular culture work in such a counterculture?
What are the politics of popular culture?  How does one measure its impacts, successes and failures?

3.  What is the status and configuration of popular and youth culture in the contemporary context?  What are the 
possibilities for countercultural formations, and how might one describe their politics?

4.  In what ways are the possibilities and challenges of the present context still being shaped by the concerns, 
emergences, successes and failures of the 1960s?
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3.0

ECON 089H-001 FYS: Engines of Innovation: The Entrepreneurial University in the 21st Century
Goldstein, Buck
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

First-year students only.

In this course we explore ways that research universities, among our nations most affluent and influential 
institutions, can have even greater impact on solving the world’s biggest problems. Our explorations will be based 
on a book co-authored by Buck Goldstein and Chancellor Holden Thorp to be published in the fall of 2010.  The 
seminar will explore all of the major themes and issues raised in the book and, for some of our discussions; we will
have guests with first hand knowledge of the subject matter.  In addition, each student will gain first-hand 
experience by working on an entrepreneurial project currently taking place in the university community.

Course work will involve three distinct activities:  1) in depth class discussion of each of the books chapters together
with selected source materials; 2) meetings with experts that bring particular insight into some of our most 
important topics; and 3) participation on a team assigned to work with an actual entrepreneurial project or initiative
currently taking place in the university community.  Project work will help students understand the real-life issues 
associated with entrepreneurial enterprises.

3.0

MUSC 062H-001 FYS: Vienna 1900
Litwin, Stefan
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

First-year students only.

Turn of the twentieth century Vienna was a crucible for much of modern life as we know it today.  We will explore
a wide gamut of music, art, architecture, literature, philosophy and political texts from this fascinating social period,
including the eroticism pervading paintings of Klimt, Freud's writings on the roots of human behavior in the 
subconscious, Karl Kraus’ critical social commentary in “Die Fackel”, as well as the roots of Zionism and the Nazi
party in Austrian politics. Above all, we will listen to music of Brahms, Johann Strauss, Jr., Gustav Mahler, Richard
Strauss, Arnold Schoenberg, Alban Berg and Anton Webern.  Class projects will include reports on various 
historical figures or composers, discussions of texts, and group listening to music.

3.0

PHIL 089H-001 FYS: Proofs of the Existence of God
Maclean, Douglas
TR, 02:00-03:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

First-year students only.

We will examine attempts through history to prove the existence (or the non-existence) of God.  Attempts to prove 
(or disprove) the existence of God go back at least to St. Anselm and St. Thomas Aquinas and continue to 
contemporary times.  What are these proofs supposed to accomplish?  To whom are they aimed?  How do critics 
respond?  Is there a necessary conflict between science and faith?

3.0

PSYC 063H-001 FYS: The Psychology of Politics
Green, Melanie
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

24

First-year students only.

How do political campaigns work? What kind of influence does the media have on political decisions? What do poll
results really mean?  We’ll be exploring these questions and more in this seminar. Political psychology draws on 
psychological theory to enrich our  understanding of phenomena in the political sphere, and at the same time, uses 
insights gained in the political domain to clarify our understanding of psychological theory. We’ll explore this 
exciting subfield in the context of current political events, with a particular focus on campaigns and elections.
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3.0

RELI 068H-001 FYS: Charisma
Tyson, Ruel
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

21

FYS Honors, open only to first year students 2009-10.

The term “charisma” has become a cliché. Yet its history will disclose its usefulness to us as we investigate three 
types of innovative and subversive individuals, the prophet, the scientist, and the poet. Our studies will reveal that 
these extraordinary persons have strong ties to organizations, bands, sects, groups, parties as necessary conditions 
for their achievements.  This is quite a different picture than the one we receive from contemporary media with its 
insatiable hunger for glamour of the isolated hero.  Again our bias toward an ideology of individualism obscures 
both history and the dynamics between creative individuals and the conditions supporting and resisting their work.
Our cases will be taken from a variety of historical locations and types of charismatic figures, such as prophets  
(ancient and modern), sages (ancient), philosophers (modern), scientists (key members of the scientific revolution in
England), poets (nineteenth century England), and political figures (from 20/21st centuries).  Students will work 
individually and in small groups on cases of each of the types indicated.  Students will exploit the resources of the 
campus in their studies as well as ancient and modern sources.  The social organization of the class will change 
according to what the members of the class learn about optimum conditions for encouraging the exercise of the 
imagination.  The instructor is available for conversations about the course.  Students should not purchase text 
books until after the first class in the semester.  This is a course supported by the Carolina Entrepreneurial 
Initiative.

3.0

AMST 275H-001 Documenting Communities
Willis, Rachel
T, 02:00-04:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

No first-year students.
As of November 11, 2009, only AMST majors and minors may be registered for this 
course.

This honors seminar will cover the definition and documentation of communities within North Carolina through 
study,  experience, and practice in film.  The viewing and analysis of key community documentaries, short field 
study to several communities, and readings will be used to identify the formation and identity of communities 
within the region.
Students will undertake a small group project on the documentation of an internal University community through 
research, video filming, and editing of a short documentary (images and sound) during the first part of the semester.
Each student will then independently pre-produce, film, edit, and preview a short video documentary of a regional 
community of their choice.  We will learn how to use Final Cut Pro on University MAC computers at the Beasley 
Multimedia Center and the Multimedia Resources Center at House Undergraduate Library.
Enrollment preference will be given to honors students, majors and minors in American Studies, and upper division
students.  Training in digital recording and editing technologies is not expected, but will be offered as part of the 
course.  There are no prerequisites for the course and students need not own recording or editing equipment as they
are available for loan or use at no charge during the semester.

[This course was funded by the Paul Brandes Seminars and The Paul Brandes Course Development Awards Fund,
which supports the development of new honors seminars.]
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3.0

ANTH 438H-001 Concepts of Nature
Johnson, Norris
TR, 12:30-01:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

18

Primarily for third- and fourth-year students.

This seminar surveys and interprets selected cross-cultural conceptions of ‘nature.’  As well as concepts of nature, 
we also will study varied conceptions of specific aspects of nature – water, trees, forest (and the idea of wilderness),
the earth itself, as well as the symbolism of celestial phenomenon (moon; stars; constellations, in particular).  
Specific features of nature will be considered non-reductively; that is, in studying cross-cultural conceptions of trees
we will examine the branching patterns of foliage to note correspondences between the phenomenology of trees 
themselves and varied sociocultural meanings given to trees. As such, we will find that interpretive strategies 
incorporating proportion and the aesthetics of form, scaling, and music are useful in interpretations of nature. The 
domain of religion is an aspect of culture we will study intensively, with respect to conceptions of nature and 
aspects of nature. Nature is implicated, intimately, in the genesis of religious traditions and religious traditions 
contain intriguing conceptions of nature. We will: survey varied conceptions and meanings of ‘nature,' with 
emphasis on discerning cross-cultural similarities; examine the ways in which concepts of nature interact with social
and cultural values and practices; identify and interpret aspects of nature influencing religious traditions; clarify 
one's own conception of nature.

Throughout the seminar, students will be expected to: demonstrate the ability to read assigned materials critically, 
and comparatively; demonstrate mastery of relevant concepts and vocabulary; demonstrate ability to express 
understanding as well as interpretive assessment of assigned materials, verbally as well as in writing; develop a 
research topic (involving experiences in nature), and related research/reading/writing/presentation strategy.  Several
short (@ 5-page) essays are required, as well as a research paper (10-20 pages).

This course is a seminar, placing emphasis on the guided classroom discussion of, as well as writing about, selected
readings on a focused topic. As such, much of our classroom time will be on guided discussion and critique of 
assigned readings and on individual and small-group reading reports. Being well-prepared for each class meeting, 
and on-going participation in and substantive contribution to discussion, is vital to your final grade.

Readings include Pilgrim at Tinker’s Creek, by Annie Dillard, Gaia – A New Look at Life on Earth, by James 
Lovelock, Patterns in the Sky, by Stephen Fabian, as well as a coursepack of articles.

4.0

BIOL 201H-001 Ecology and Population Evolution
Servedio, Maria
TR, 09:30-10:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

Enrollment in BIOL 201H-600 recitation required.  Grade of C or better in BIOL 101, 
CHEM 101 or CHEM 102.

NOTE: Honors students will attend regular BIOL 201H Lectures and a Honors recitation 
section 600 with Professor Servedio.
BIOL 201H.001/600 is counted as one honors course.

This recitation takes a mathematical approach to understanding the changes in populations that occur during 
evolution and under ecological forces. Skills taught will include the use of the analytical mathematical software 
Mathematica. Female students are typically underrepresented in mathematical sciences and are especially 
encouraged to attend. Teaching methods will encourage extensive participation by all students. Students will attend 
the lectures for Biology 201H but have separate recitation assignments.
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0.0

BIOL 201H-600 Ecology and Population Evolution (RECITATION)
Servedio, Maria
TF, 02:00-02:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

Required recitation for BIOL 201H-001.
BIOL 201H.001/600 is counted as one honors course.

This recitation takes a mathematical approach to understanding the changes in populations that occur during 
evolution and under ecological forces. Skills taught will include the use of the analytical mathematical software 
Mathematica. Female students are typically underrepresented in mathematical sciences and are especially 
encouraged to attend. Teaching methods will encourage extensive participation by all students. Students will attend 
the lectures for Biology 201H but have separate recitation assignments.

3.0

CHEM 262H-001 Honors Organic Chemistry II
Johnson, Jeffrey
TR, 08:00-09:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

50

CHEM 261 or 261H
Instructor permission required

Continuation of CHEM 261H with particular emphasis on the chemical properties of organic molecules of 
biological importance.  This course will be similar to CHEM 262, but with a greater emphasis on class discussion 
and on discussion of contemporary research problems.

3.0

COMM 572H-001 Communicating Climate Change (a section of Public Policy Argument)
Cox, Robert
TR, 12:30-01:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

9

None

Public opinion polls show a majority of Americans believe global warming is real and is happening now, but feel 
little urgency to take serious action.  Climate scientists and advocates are frustrated: They see the problem of global
warming as urgent, yet their communication strategies to raise a sense of urgency among the public and policy-
makers don’t seem to be working—at least not fast enough.  Why is this?  This course addresses the challenges of 
communicating the risks of climate change—an issue of scientific complexity and urgency—at a time when the U.S.
is negotiating a new international climate treaty in Copenhagen.  It is also a time when popular films like The Day 
After sensationalize global warming, while new media— Web news, blogs, and online “aggregators” like the 
Drudge Report—enable skeptical voices to receive “equal time” with climate scientists.  By the end of this course, 
students will have a greater understanding of the ways that climate scientists and educators are responding, how 
scientists are attempting to answer climate skeptics, the ways popular culture influence perceptions of 
environmental danger, and what are the prospects for a comprehensive energy policy in the U.S. by 2010.
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3.0

COMM 668H-001 The Ethnographic Return
Pollock, Della
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

None

This course is intended to explore the intersections among performance ethnography and community development 
on the assumption that community development has not been adequately informed by the methods, ethics, and 
assumptions of performance ethnography.  In turn, it involves all of us in community- based research and action:  
ethnographic participation in the communities to which we will be primarily dedicated--those that comprise the 
historic “Northside” in Chapel Hill and the largely African-American congregation of St. Joseph C.M.E. The course
will engage students in collaborative/cooperative initiatives to contribute to community sustenance and change in 
the wake of desegregation and in the context of rapid gentrification.

Questions:
We will consequently ask:
In general, how can and should approaches to the critical, performance ethnography  and approaches to global, 
urban and neo-urban development inform each other?
How can we engage their intersection to appropriately and effectively collaborate with Northsiders?
Working from a foundation in learning and listening, what can we contribute both to the St. Joseph partnership and 
to St. Joseph’s efforts to serve its goals and mission?  How do we use our resources and talents as members of the 
university to support the efforts of the church to serve its communities, to develop a genuinely “2-way” university-
community partnership, and to improve conditions of our shared locale?

3.0

ECON 101H-002 Introduction to Economics
Byrns, Ralph
MWF, 11:00-11:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

25

None

The Introduction to Economics course is intended to enable students to use economic reasoning to interpret human 
behavior and the varied consequences of human decision making. Students are expected to learn how to evaluate 
economic aspects of disparate activities ranging from the personal and social consequences of individual decisions 
to national policies to the on-going globalization of economic activity. Specific topics to be addressed include 
consumer behavior, investment, production and costs, business strategies, the financial system, taxation, 
environmental rules, federal budgeting, and international trade. This class combines discussions of economic 
writings and current events, games and simulations, and data analysis.

Text: Byrns and Stone, Economics, Sixth Edition. ISBN 0673993167

Interactive On-Line Activities: Aplia.com.

3.0

ECON 101H-010 Introduction to Economics
Turchi, Boone
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

24

None

This course is an introduction to the study of economics.  It has a number of goals:  (1) to impart a basic 
understanding of how a market economy works; (2) to introduce students to the "economic way of thinking" about 
economic and social problems; (3) to prepare a student to take further courses in economics. I am particularly 
interested in helping students apply the analytical tools they learn in the analysis of real world economic and social
problems. The course covers a wide range of topics, including (1) the determinants of economic activity, (2) 
inflation, (3) unemployment, (4) operation of the price system, (4) monopoly and other forms of imperfect 
competition, (5) the impact of international trade, and (6) the determinants of the distribution of income and wealth.
Class periods will be conducted in a lecture/discussion format.  Students will take two midterms and a final exam 
and will complete problem sets. Text:  Baumol and Blinder, Economics: Principles and Policies.  There are no 
prerequisites for this course.
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3.0

ECON 420H-010 Intermediate Theory: Money, Income, and Employment (Honors)
Froyen, Richard
TR, 09:30-10:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

21

ECON 410

ECON 420H is one of the "core" courses for undergraduate economics majors. In ECON 420H, students learn how 
to use general equilibrium models to predict the effects of economic shocks. General equilibrium models are made 
up of structural equations. Students learn why the equations make sense and how to combine them to solve the 
model and produce predictions. Shocks are macroeconomic in nature and include changes in the productivity of the
economy, fiscal policy and monetary policy. Students investigate questions such as why monetary policy is 
effective, why business cycles occur, and whether there are limits in the government's ability to affect employment,
production, and growth. There are two main parts to the course. In the first, students study a model that explains the
performance of the economy over long horizons. In the second, they study a model that explains why, over short 
horizons, the economy cycles around its long-run growth path. Students complete problem sets and participate in 
class discussions, problem solving, and exercises. The course text is /Macroeconomics: Theories and Policies/, 
Richard Froyen (Prentice Hall, 2009), 9th edition.

EDUC 691H-001 Honors Seminar in Education
Unks, Gerald

Enrollment: Credit Hours:
Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

15

You cannot register for this course in the Honors Office or via Student Central.  Please 
check with the School of Education on the procedure for registering for this course.
Prerequisite:  Honors candidate in the School of Education.

3.0

ENGL 132H*-001 Honors: Intro to Fiction Writing
Kenan, Randall
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

15

First Year students only.

*To satisfy the English Composition and Rhetoric (CR) requirement, first year honors program students must enroll
in a section of a specially-designed literature and composition course:  ENGL 132H, ENGL 133H or ENGL 135H.
Any of these courses will replace ENGL 102 for Honors students who have placed at that level on the basis of the 
SAT Writing, Advanced Placement, or Achievement Test scores.  For Honors Program students who place out of 
both ENGL 101 and 102, the course is optional and will satisfy the Literary Arts Approach (LA) requirement.  
Students who placed into ENGL 101 should have taken ENGL 101 in the fall semester, and may then take a 
specially-designed literature and composition course in the spring term.  All literary texts originally written in 
other languages will be read in English translations.

This course is a collective, collaborative exploration of the processes and techniques of fiction, through close 
observation and discussion of about three dozen stories (The Story and Its Writer, ed. Ann Charters), and the writing
of eight to ten short exercises dealing with the elements of fiction (setting, characterization, dialogue, point of view,
etc.) and, later in the term, one short story (2,000-5,000 words). There is a midterm examination and a critical paper.
The class is a seminar, a workshop with both written and oral critiques of student works required, and students can 
expect an atmosphere that is lively and encouraging as we investigate the imaginative craft of fiction.
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3.0

ENGL 133H*-001 Honors: Intro to Poetry Writing
McFee, Michael
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

15

First Year students only.

*To satisfy the English Composition and Rhetoric (CR) requirement, first year honors program students must enroll
in a section of a specially-designed literature and composition course:  ENGL 132H, ENGL 133H or ENGL 135H.
Any of these courses will replace ENGL 102 for Honors students who have placed at that level on the basis of the 
SAT Writing, Advanced Placement, or Achievement Test scores.  For Honors Program students who place out of 
both ENGL 101 and 102, the course is optional and will satisfy the Literary Arts Approach (LA) requirement.  
Students who placed into ENGL 101 should have taken ENGL 101 in the fall semester, and may then take a 
specially-designed literature and composition course in the spring term.  All literary texts originally written in 
other languages will be read in English translations.

This course will explore the many pleasures and challenges of writing good poetry. Our focus will be the regular 
writing and revising of your original poems, and the in-class workshopping of some of these poems, but we will also
spend much time reading and discussing exemplary poems from the past and present, mastering poetic terms and 
forms and techniques, listening to poems read aloud, and whatever else will help you become a better poet. Among 
the course requirements: several textbooks, to be read and discussed and mastered; a midterm exam and a final 
"term poem"; other written exercises; a memorization and recitation assignment; and (most important of all) your 
writing of up to ten original poems, and your ongoing revisions of those poems.

3.0

ENGL 135H*-001 Utopia and its Discontents
Davenport, Randi
MWF, 11:00-11:50 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

20

First Year students only

*To satisfy the English Composition and Rhetoric (CR) requirement, first year honors program students must enroll
in a section of a specially-designed literature and composition course:  ENGL 132H, ENGL 133H or ENGL 135H.
Any of these courses will replace ENGL 102 for Honors students who have placed at that level on the basis of the 
SAT Writing, Advanced Placement, or Achievement Test scores.  For Honors Program students who place out of 
both ENGL 101 and 102, the course is optional and will satisfy the Literary Arts Approach (LA) requirement.  
Students who placed into ENGL 101 should have taken ENGL 101 in the fall semester, and may then take a 
specially-designed literature and composition course in the spring term.  All literary texts originally written in 
other languages will be read in English translations.

This course is designed to explore the concept of utopia in its vast narrative manifestations.  The word utopia, which
first emerged in the sixteenth century eponymous text by Sir Thomas More, literally means "no place."  Across 
time, the figurative and metaphorical sense of utopia has come to suggest a kind of heavenly place (or time) of 
goodness and harmony, a place of perfection that some say has roots in Plato’s Republic, and others in the search 
for new territory during European exploration of the globe. Today, we most readily find Utopia in comic books, 
video games, and popular culture. In this class, we will examine notions of utopia--and its opposing narrative, the 
post-apocalyptic text--by examining utopia’s respective traditions in politics, literature, science fiction, fantasy, and
romance.  What was the traditional purpose of Utopia and why do we still seem to crave its satisfactions?  If Utopia
began as a dream of a perfect society during the time of western culture’s imaginings of the New World, why has it
come to be such a powerful presence in comic books, video games, and science fiction? Can utopian narratives 
effect actual social change, or are we drawn to Utopia precisely because it conserves the social order? Texts include
the Book of Revelations Thomas More’s Utopia, Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis, Karl Marx’s The Communist 
Manifesto, Fritz Lang’s Metropolis, Edward Bellamy’s Looking Backward, Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, 
Frank Capra’s Lost Horizons, Alan Moore’s V for Vendetta, Gary Ross’s Pleasantville, Cormac McCarthy’s The 
Road, and others. This course requires a high level of class participation, significant reading and writing, a team 
mid-term project, and working in teams to write and produce a short film or comic book.
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3.0

ENGL 316H-001 Rhetorical Traditions: Rhetoric and Civil Rights
Jack, Jordynn
TR, 11:00-12:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

15

To register, see Professor George Lensing, 521 Greenlaw or email lensing@email.unc.edu

In ancient times, rhetoric dealt with what Aristotle termed the “available means of persuasion”—strategies of 
argument, style, and arrangement that could help to change people’s minds. Today, the tools of rhetoric are now 
used in criticism, to help us understand how people construct arguments of any kind—oral, written, embodied, 
visual, even multimedia. In this course, we will examine theories of rhetoric and use them to understand the range of
rhetorical strategies used in Civil Rights movements. Based on the precedent set by the 1950s and 1960s Civil 
Rights movement in the United States, we will consider the arguments and appeals that have shaped struggles over
women’s rights, human rights, disability rights, and animal rights.

Course readings will include classical and contemporary rhetorical texts (such as Aristotle’s/ Rhetoric/, Kenneth 
Burke's /A Rhetoric of Motives, /and Lloyd Bitzer’s “The Rhetorical Situation”/), /primary documents (speeches, 
videos, songs, and texts, such as Martin Luther King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” or the Americans with 
Disabilities Act ), and rhetorical criticism of rights movements. We will make special use of the Southern Historical
Collection to locate primary documents associated with such movements.

The primary course assignment is an original research project that examines rhetorical strategies in struggles for 
rights. Students are encouraged to use archival materials from Wilson Library for their research, but may also 
generate their own “archive” of primary sources from library or internet research. To fulfill the experiential 
education requirement for this course, students will prepare a research proposal, short written assignments, drafts, 
and a final project (poster, conference paper, article, or website) to be submitted either to an undergraduate research
journal or conference, or some other publication outlet.

3.0

ENGL 325H-001 Shakespeare and His Contemporaries
Baker, David
TR, 02:00-03:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

15

To register, see Professor George Lensing, 521 Greenlaw or email lensing@email.unc.edu

London, in William Shakespeare's day, had a thriving and dynamic theater industry. Playwrights competed with one
another to offer their innovations to the public: new plays, new ways of telling old stories, new explorations of 
existing themes. Shakespeare was perhaps the most successful of these playwrights, but he was, first and last, a man
of the theater, and not an isolated genius. In this course, we will consider Shakespeare together with his peers. How
was he influenced by them, and vice versa? What stories did he adopt and adapt, and how was the same material 
treated by other playwrights? We will study works by Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, John Webster, Thomas 
Kyd, and Thomas Middleton. There will be a mid-term, final, and two papers. Permission of the Honors Committee
is required; please contact George Lensing [lensing@email.unc.edu].
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4.0

ENST 225H-143 Water Resource Management and Human Rights
Gangi, Greg
TR, 05:00-06:15 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:

50

First-Year and Sophomore Students Only.  Others by permission of instructor.

Water Resource Management and Human Rights explores logistical, political, social, and economic challenges in 
supplying every human with adequate access to clean water, a most basic human right.

Orientation
This course will explore water resources management from scientific, political, and public health perspectives in a 
variety of social, geographical, and historical settings.  The course is divided into five interrelated sections. While 
some lectures do include material from the natural sciences this is a social science class. The class does cut across a
large number of disciplines and it strives to do this in a manner that is integrative rather than segregating lessons 
from different academic disciplines into separate lectures.

Goals are to produce: 1) Global water resource managers—help define path 2) Citizens who understand water issues
to be catalysts for change---encouraging responsible behavior—focus on changes here at home 3) Change in 
behavior

Course requirements:

Students are required to attend class, to compete reading assignment, to participate in class discussion and recitation
exercises, to complete a group project, and to perform successfully on written examinations. There will be two 
midterms (20% each of the grade) and a final examination (30% of the grade). Another 30 percent of the grade will
be based upon a case study project that will be assigned in recitation.

Structure of class:

This will be a Tuesday-Thursday class that will meet at 5:00 in the afternoon. The late meeting time accommodates
guest speakers. Typically on Tuesday we will either have a guest lecturer speak to the class who is an expert on the 
topic being addressed or the instructor will lecture. On Thursdays the instructor will lecture for about ½ the time and
the other ½ the time will be spend in discussion groups going over some preassigned questions.

The instructor  and TA offer a number of opportunities for out of class interaction such as having dinner together 
after some classes, meetings in cafés, and attendance of special events such as; guest lectures documentary films and
off campus tours.

3.0

ENST 490H-001 Communicating Climate Change (a section of Public Policy Argument)
Cox, Robert
TR, 12:30-01:45 Enrollment: Credit Hours:

Instructor:
Days/Time:

Prereqs/Permissions:
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None

Public opinion polls show a majority of Americans believe global warming is real and is happening now, but feel 
little urgency to take serious action.  Climate scientists and advocates are frustrated: They see the problem of global
warming as urgent, yet their communication strategies to raise a sense of urgency among the public and policy-
makers don’t seem to be working—at least not fast enough.  Why is this?  This course addresses the challenges of 
communicating the risks of climate change—an issue of scientific complexity and urgency—at a time when the U.S.
is negotiating a new international climate treaty in Copenhagen.  It is also a time when popular films like The Day 
After sensationalize global warming, while new media— Web news, blogs, and online “aggregators” like the 
Drudge Report—enable skeptical voices to receive “equal time” with climate scientists.  By the end of this course, 
students will have a greater understanding of the ways that climate scientists and educators are responding, how 
scientists are attempting to answer climate skeptics, the ways popular culture influence perceptions of 
environmental danger, and what are the prospects for a comprehensive energy policy in the U.S. by 2010.


